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Linoleum Block Printing Tutorial
By Tracy “Tandy” Anderson

Supply List

Step 1: Drawing Image
Using either your pencil or Sharpie, draw 
your image in your sketchbook or onto a 
piece of paper. Draw the image the same 
size as you want your final printed image.

Step 2: Tracing Image
With your 2B pencil trace your image onto 
the tracing paper. Make sure to press hard 
with your pencil as this will make it easier 
to transfer your image to the Linoleum.

• Linoleum
• Carving Tools
• Printing Ink
• Inking Plate 

• Brayer
• Baren or Wooden Spoon
• Palette Knife
• Paper

• Tracing Paper
• 2B Pencil
• Sharpie Markers
• Bone Folder or Popsicle Stick

Step 3: Transfering Image
Turn your tracing paper upside down on 
top of your linoleum.  It is important that 
your image is transfered in reverse onto the 
linoleum. Secure the tracing paper over the 
linoleum so that it will not move while you 
transfer the image. 

Using your Bone Folder (or Popsicle Stick) and 
pressing hard, burnish over the tracing paper. 

This will transfer the graphite onto the top of 
the linoleum.

Step 4: Refining Image
Go over the graphite with a Sharpie or other 
permanent marker. I do this because as you 
are carving the pencil lines will wear off and 
you will lose your reference drawing.
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Step 6: Removing Marker
Use Rubbing Alcohol and a cottom ball to 
remove the sharpie from your linoleum, 
with the exception of the outside border.

Step 5: Carving Image Outline
With your smallest blade secured in your 
carving tool, carve your outline. 

I personally find I have more control when 
I am carving toward myself; however, this 
can be dangerous. If you choose to do this 
you must be very careful. As you can see in 
the picture  below there is a specific way I 
position my hand and the tool. My hand is 
in a position where I rotate my wrist and 
hand toward myself as I am carving, but 
I keep my arm stationary. This prevents 
my hand and the blade from slipping and 
cutting me. I also tend to turn the linoleum 
as I carve so I am typically not moving my 
arm from it’s position.

Step 7: Coloring Image
Using a colored Sharpie, color in the areas of 
your image that you will not be removing. 
Carving is a subtractive process so once it is 
gone (carved) it is gone! 

Step 8: Carving Image
Linoleum cutting tools typically come with 
five different blades. You can switch between 
blades depending on the size of the area you 
will be carving away.  

Step 9: Finished Carving
This is what my finished carving looked like.

I then took an Exacto knife and cut away the 
extra linoleum.

Step 10: Test Print
I use a regular ink pad for my test prints. Ink 
up your linoleum block and print on scrap 
paper (I will fully describe the printing process 
in an upcoming step).

This is how my test print looked (I had to 
change ink colors because my black ink was all 
dried out).
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Step 11: Inking the Plate  
               and Brayer
For this print I used Speedball water-based 
block printing ink (this is a large size, but you 
can buy smaller tubes of ink). Use your pal-
ette knife to take a small amount of ink from 
the jar (or squeeze directly from the tube) and 
put it on your inking plate. I use an 8”x10” 
piece of acrylic (that I took out of a picture 
frame) as my inking plate. Use your brayer 
and go over the ink. Ink in one direction (do 
not rub the brayer back and forth). Lift the 
brayer after each pass through the ink. Con-
tinue doing this until your brayer is evenly 
covered with ink. 

Step 12: Inking the Block
Roll the inked brayer over the linoleum 
until the raised surfaces are evenly covered 
with ink (the picture below actually has too 
much ink on it).

Step 13: Printing the Block
Take your paper and place it right side 
down on top of the inked linoleum block.

I prefer to cut my paper to size, but some 
people like to use a larger piece of paper 
and cut it to size after printing.

With a baron or wooden spoon burnish the 
back of your paper ensuring you hit all the 
raised spots of your linoleum.

Step 14: Pulling the Print
Make sure your hand are clean before pro-
ceeding to this step (as you’ll notice on my 
print I left some inky finger smudges). 

After you finish burnishing your print you 
will need to pull your print. To do this care-
fully hold the block still with one hand and 
grab the corner of the paper with the other. 
Slowly pull the paper up and off the block.

Here is what my final print looked.

Product Recommendations
Carving Tools: Speedball Linoleum Cutter
Linoleum: Jack Richeson Easy-to-Cut Lino
Ink: Speedball Block Printing Ink and Akua Intaglio Ink
Paper: Strathmore Bristol (Smooth)


